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GENERAL BERNARD A. SCHRIEVER  

         LOS ANGELES CHAPTER 147 

             AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION 

 

 
 

Dear Members of the AFA General Schriever Chapter,  
 

Your chapter continued its exceptional work in 2012, contributing to AFA’s missions to Educate the 

public on the importance of Aerospace Power; to Advocate Aerospace Power to the public and to our 

elected representatives; and to Support the Air Force and the Air Force family.  As ever, your chapter 

officers and directors – all volunteers – have concentrated on the Support mission, and I thank them all 

for their extraordinary efforts, organizing and executing fund-raising events and continuing or expand-

ing the chapter’s philanthropic activities.  Special thanks go to the corporate sponsors who have sup-

ported us, directly with their sponsorship of events, and indirectly by allowing their staffs to work on 

chapter affairs.  Together we are able to recognize and celebrate the service, the achievements, and the 

sacrifice of the men and women of our Air Force and their families.   

 

In 2012 your chapter: 

Provided several thousand dollars to fund a variety of recognition and educational programs and 

events at SMC. 

Donated $10,000 each to the AF ROTC detachments at LMU, UCLA and USC for scholarships 

and other educational activities, and took steps toward collaborating with LMU’s Arnold Air 

Society squadron. 

Funded nearly $10,000 of enlisted and CGO scholarships (including Pitsenbarger and Maj Gen 

Wes Clark awards) at SMC. 

Provided $1000 in JROTC scholarships at San Pedro HS, plus additional support to high school 

scholars through the LA AFB Spouses’ Club. 

Supported the AFA CyberPatriot 2012 and 2013 competitions (computer network defense by HS 

student teams) by funding efforts in local high schools, and honored Mr. Hassan Twiet, a Cy-

berPatriot coach at PV Peninsula HS, as our Teacher of the Year. 

Continued support of the AFA Visions program – providing USA Today print and electronic issues 

(and lesson plans) to HS classrooms. 

Presented annual awards to SMC’s best and brightest at the “AFA Salute to SMC” banquet in June.  

We presented the General Bernard A. Schriever National Space Leadership Award to Secretary 

of the Air Force Michael Donley, and a Schriever Fellowship Award to Brig Gen Roger 

Teague, then SMC’s Vice Commander. 

Brought together a record number of senior executives from industry, SMC, and higher HQ, with 

speakers from the Global Warfare Symposium, in the Executive Space Reception preceding the  
 

President’s Corner 

Steve Quilici's summary of the Chapter's activities below is apt testimony to his outstanding perfor-

mance as our President the past two years. He set the bar high. I'll try my best to continue to lead in 

the manner he did. I look forward to working with all of my fellow board members to support all 

members of our Chapter. Chapter members, please let me know what we, your board members, can do to 

better serve you. You can reach me via email, ewap@earthlink.net or phone, (310) 643-5906.     - Ed 

Peura, 2013 Shriever Chapter Board President 
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AF Ball, where we presented a Schriever Fellowship Award to 14th Air Force Commander and JFCC-

Space Lt Gen Susan Helms. 

Sponsored a Whale-watching trip for disabled veterans and their families. 

Co-sponsored SMC Industry Days and held the associated AFA golf tournament. 

Helped fund TARC (Team America Rocketry Challenge) teams at local high schools. 

 

At the end of the year, we bid farewell to Ben James (our Awards Committee Chair) and Tom Hohman, 

who each retired from the Board of Directors after more than 20 years’ service.  We will have a new chap-

ter President in 2013, Col (ret) Ed Peura, and we will be filling at least one open position on the Board – let 

us know if you are interested. 

 

Finally, I want to thank you for your support of the AFA and the Schriever Chapter.  We need your help to 

continue to execute our programs and provide the wide-ranging donations to good causes highlighted 

above.  If you have a little time to contribute to any of these endeavors, please contact one of us – the offic-

ers and committee chairs can all be found on the chapter website http://www.afa147.org.  With your help 

we’ll be able to do even more in 2013 to educate, advocate for, and support our Air Force. 

Steve Quilici 

 
 

TREASURER’s REPORT – Rick Reaser 
 
The Chapter started 2012 with $91,241.08 and finished with $96,183.48; about $20,000 
more than we thought we’d have.   
 
SMC Industry Days netted $5,000.00 more than anticipated. The SMC Sports Day 
Golf Tournament netted $1,500 more than expected.  After being a $5000.00 "loss 
leader" in 2011, the Executive Reception made $1,500.00.  There are approximately 
$3,500.00 in outstanding checks, primarily from the Education Committee, that did-
n't get cashed in 2012 to make the "cut off."  The committees actually did a better job 
of spending their budgets this year.  Our "fixed costs" have been decreasing for 
Awards and Chapter Operations.  On the negative side, the Salute to SMC made 
$7,000.00 less than hoped.  I’m working on a proposed budget and financial plan 
for 2013 to be submitted by mid-January.  In addition, I’ll be 
conducting a "reserve study" for the Board to consider that 
will recommend a target bank balance for future years.  In 
spite of all the financial turmoil elsewhere, the chapter is do-
ing quite well and has been for several years. 
 
 

CHAPTER NEWS AND STATUS 

http://www.afa147.org
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                                                                               Bi-annual Mixer 
 

MIXER A BIG HIT, WITH A SURPRISE GUEST 
 

Discovering Our Heritage at the AFA Mixer 
 
By Jim Knauf, AFA Schriever Chapter Board of Directors Member 
 

When asked to take a picture of Mr. Robert L. Hecker (pictured, at right) 
and Schriever Chapter Board of Directors member Bob Wickwire (left) at 
October’s AFA mixer, I had no idea what a treat I was in for. 
 
A charming and engaging storyteller, Robert is a World War II veteran and  
B-17 bombardier, author of fourteen novels, documentary filmmaker, and 
playwright.  Who knew?  He kept us entranced with war stories, humorous 
anecdotes, and vignettes of life in southern California before, during and 
after the war (and Bob had a few of his own stories, too!) 
 
Our time was much too short, so out of curiosity I later searched on line for 
Robert’s name. I found a fascinating biography.   He flew thirty missions 
over Europe, earning five Air Medals and the Distinguished Flying Cross.  
But wait, there’s more…much more!  After the war he embarked on a writ-
ing career that to date includes radio and TV dramas; writing and produc-
ing over 500 documentary, educational, and marketing films; several rec-

orded songs; and many articles, short stories and novels.  Mile High Murder, his most recent novel, pub-
lished just last year, is a tale of P-51 war birds, smuggling, international intrigue, and of course, murder.  
And there was current news about his musical, “Honestly Abe,” which is described as “a tale of dreams, pos-
sibilities and heartbreak, that shines a light on a little-known early chapter in the life of President Abraham 
Lincoln.”  It is playing off Broadway…right now! 
 
I’m guessing that few who attended the mixer were aware of this patriot and creative sto-
ry teller in their midst. What fascinating personality might you encounter at the next AFA 
mixer? 

 
Mr Hecker recommends his new novel, "Rush to Glory," which, 
although a work of fiction, incorporates some of his WWII ad-
ventures. One reader told him that if she had written a book 
about WWII, this is the one they wish they could have written. 
 
 
 

Don’t you wish you had come to the Mixer?  
       The next one will be in the spring.  
                    Be watching for it. 

https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=gmail&attid=0.2.1&thid=13a8efda2d3fe7d3&mt=image/tiff&url=https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=ce9b517ce5&view=att&th=13a8efda2d3fe7d3&attid=0.2.1&disp=safe&zw&sig=AHIEtbRnsNKZuOB4eS2eYkfPNJljJb5euQ
https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=ce9b517ce5&view=att&th=13b44b85205311d7&attid=0.1&disp=inline&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=ce9b517ce5&view=att&th=13b44b85205311d7&attid=0.2&disp=inline&safe=1&zw
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Schriever Chapter Board of Directors Election Results from balloting late last year: 
       (MG (Ret) Thomas D. ‘Tav’ Taverney has agreed to remain as the non-elected Chairman of the Board) 
 
   Officers elected for 1 year (Jan 2013 - Dec 2013) 
    Ed Peura, president 
    Steve Scott, executive vice president 
    Rick Reaser, vice president finance/treasurer 
    Marcia Peura, executive secretary 
 
    Board Members elected for 3 years (Jan 2013 - Dec 2015) 
    Nancy Insprucker 
    CMSgt Carol Dockery 
    Marv Vander Weg 
    Chris Kalivas 
    Maj Gen (ret) Mitch Mitchell 
    Joe Boyle 
    Jim Knauf 
    Ed Alexander 
    Alison Schneider 
    Elaine Knauf 

SCHRIEVER EDUCATION FOUNDATION (SEF) – Pat Devine 
 

 

Founded in 1999, the Schriever Education Foundation (SEF) shares the mission of the Air Force Asso-
ciation in educating Americans about the important contributions of aerospace to our Nation’s security 
and economy, and in disseminating information about aerospace accomplishments and developments. 
The Foundation is affiliated with the General Bernard A. Schriever Chapter of the Air Force Associa-
tion, and its focus is in the Los Angeles and California communities. The SEF seeks to accomplish its 
mission by focusing on two principal action areas: encouraging aerospace education in schools and 
colleges through scholarships, grants, and aerospace education programs; and informing the American 
public about aerospace issues through workshops, symposia, and other forums. The SEF is fully sup-
ported by contributions from AFA members, industry, and private individuals and organizations interest-
ed in enhancing aerospace education. The annual Air Force Ball in Los Angeles is an important con-
tributor to the Foundation. In accordance with 501 (c)(3) of the IRS code, donations to the non-profit 

Schriever Education Foundation are tax deductible. 
 
It’s the SEF that helps us donate (primarily scholarship funding) to the local 
AFROTC and AFJROTC Chapters; we also donated to The Association of Universi-
ty Women Tech Trek camp for young girls. Middle-school age girls are selected 
from various schools in the area to attend summer camps at California universities. 
The camps are approximately two weeks long and focus on 
math and science projects designed to stimulate the girls’ 
interest in science and engineering fields. 
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Education Committee  
Chris Harlambakis/Glenn Dildy 

 
The final quarter for our Chapter’s Education Committee has been a busy one.  Two primary activities make up the 
bulk of our Schriever Chapter Education Program outreach program.  They are our Visions Program and our Cy-
berPatriot activity.  
 
The Visions Program consists of a weekly Inside USA Today newsletter that includes standard-driven STEM les-
son plans available on www.education.usatoday.com.  These materials provide teachers a range of multidiscipli-
nary activities tied to each day’s news events along with additional Aerospace activities contained in 
www.education.usatoday.com 
During 2012, the Schriever Chapter sponsored 100 Classrooms throughout the LAUSD and the South Bay.  This ac-
tivity has inspired students to explore careers in the fields of STEM disciplines and makes them aware of the im-
portance of aerospace technology for today and in the future. 
Finally, the Visions Program has allowed the Schriever Chapter to maintain an active relationship with local 
schools in our community and bring awareness of our Chapter and the Air Force. 

 
CyberPatriot is the nation’s largest and fastest growing high school cyber defense competition and is AFA’s 
flagship science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) program dedicated to strengthening 
cyber skills among American youth.  
 
On September 29, Schriever Chapter representatives attended the CyberDay LA at CSU Poly Pomona.  In at-

tendance were AFA's National CyberPatriot Program Director BGen (ret) Bernard Skoch; Harry Talbot, LA USD Be-
yond the Bell Program Director; Professor David Manson, Info Security, Cal State Poly Pomona and Diane Miller, 
Northrop Grumman Program Director for CyberPatriot.   
 
At CyberDay LA, more than 30 schools, 45 teams and 250+ students were in attendance learning more about the 
CyberPatriot Program and the importance of CyberSecurity.   In practice sessions at their schools, students are be-
ing mentored by experts to prepare for competition.  
 
More specifically, CyberDay LA involves students creating innovative security solutions to protect computers from 
hackers and malicious software.  One of the special aspects of LAUSD’s program is it provides low-income students 
with access to computers under the direct supervision of accomplished computer professionals. Skills students 
develop under this innovative program are foundational for higher education and career opportunities in the lu-
crative field of cyber security. 
 
An example closer to home about how our Chapter has grasped CyberPatriot ideals and goals is through our 
Teacher of the Year, Mr. Hassan Twiet of Palos Verdes Peninsula HS. In September 2010 Mr. Twiet volunteered to 
lead PV Pen High into their first CyberPatriot Competition.  Even though he was teaching ten classes, he dove into 
the competition and organized, trained and equipped his school to be contenders.  Despite this being his first at-
tempt, his students placed 7th in the Open Division at the CyberPatriot Nationals in 2011.  Again in 2012, Mr. Twiet 
worked his magic and placed two teams in the CyberPatriot Nationals, placing 3rd in the nation.  He will continue 
with his superlative performance in 2013 to lead two teams once more into the competition. 

 
Finally, Gen. Bernard A. Schriever Chapter 147 stepped up its involvement in CyberPatriot at the CAFA EXCOM on     
November 17, by volunteering to serve on the CAFA CyberPatriot Committee. 

http://www.education.usatoday.com
http://www.education.usatoday.com


                                                        AN INDEPENDENT NON-PROFIT AEROSPACE ORGANIZATION                                                    

P.O. Box 394 

                                       El Segundo, CA 90245     

 6 

Air Force and AFA News 
 

House and Senate defense overseers reached agreement in conference on the final version of the Fiscal 

2013 defense authorization bill, completing the conference report that provides $633.3 billion for national 

defense programs in this fiscal year. That total is some $1.7 billion more than President Obama requested 

and includes approximately $527.5 billion for the Pentagon's base budget (up $2.1 billion from Obama's 

request), $88.5 billion for overseas contingency operations (equal to the request), and $17.4 billion for En-

ergy Department national security programs ($395 million less), according to summaries of the conference 

report (see below.) 

 

Among the major Air Force-related decisions, the conferees:  

 Authorized an end strength of 329,460 Active Duty airmen. 

 Adopted language establishing a National Commission on the Structure of the Air Force. 

 Approved USAF leadership's modified force structure reduction plan, with the exception of keeping an additional 32 tacti-

cal airlifters (C-27s or C-130s) in service, along with 1,000 airmen. 

 Prohibited retirement of Global Hawk Block 30 aircraft. 

 Allowed block buys of SBIRS GEO-5 and GEO-6 satellites over six years. 

 Authorized a 1.7 percent across-the-board pay raise for uniformed service members. 

Established the Military Compensation and Retirement Modernization Commission. 

 

  Lawmakers who hashed out the final version of the Fiscal 2013 defense authorization bill estab-

lished an independent panel to review the Defense Department's military compensation and retirement 

benefits. The nine-member Military Compensation and Retirement Modernization Commission will stand 

up within four months of the defense bill becoming law, according to the bill's conference report. The 

President will select one member of the panel, while congressional leadership from both parties will 

choose the remaining eight commissioners. The panel's mandate is to mull options to ensure the long-term 

viability of the all-volunteer force, enable a high quality of life for military families, and modernize the 

compensation and retirement systems so that they are sustainable. Within nine months of the bill's enact-

ment, the Defense Secretary will present recommendations to the commission, which will then hold hear-

ings and review the ideas.  

A new Chief Chief 
 

 

Chief of Staff Gen. Mark Welsh has named CMSgt. James A. Cody to serve as 

the 17th Chief Master Sergeant of the Air Force. Cody will assume the new 

position on Feb. 1, following the Jan. 31 retirement of current CMSAF James 

Roy. The CMSAF serves as a personal advisor to the Air Force Secretary and 

Chief of Staff on all issues regarding the welfare, readiness, proper utilization, 

and progress of enlisted airmen and their families. 

  

http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/7q1pedq/3b1if
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/7lz7gzp/39f4a
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/7lz7gzp/26ov9
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/7lz7gzp/26ov9
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                Doctrine Update 
 

Doctrinal Drum Roll, Please: Service leaders will radically streamline Air Force doctrine 

next year to make it easier to update and more easily accessible to leaders and planners, an-

nounced Air University officials. Dubbed "Doctrine Next," the effort will consolidate 32 cur-

rent publications into a five-volume compendium, supported by 28 annexes, available on a vari-

ety of hand-held electronic devices, according to AU's Nov. 7 release. "The annexes will be all doctrine, no 

filler," said Lt. Col. Brian Thompson of AU's LeMay Center for Doctrine Development at Maxwell AFB, Ala. 

"One of the immediate effects of eliminating non-doctrinal text is a 30-percent word-count reduction" 

across the service's doctrine library, he added. The five new volumes will be: Basic Doctrine; Leadership and 

Force Development; Commanding and Organizing Air Force Forces; Operations; and Support. Rollout of the 

new publications will begin in May 2013 and should be completed next October, according to the release.  

 

From the AFA's Global Warfare Symposium 
 

 

Erosion Control: The US lead in military space is "eroding," according to Air Force Acting 

Undersecretary Jamie Morin. Maintaining an edge will require both smarter operations and  

ensuring the health of the space industrial base. He said the Air Force is trying to preserve its 

space dominance—and guard against its space vulnerabilities—by building denial-of-space 

preparations into all aspects of its operations. A space aggressor squadron that stood up in 2002 

is now involved in more than 22 major exercises and training events a year, and demand is 

"growing exponentially" for its participation, he said. "Our adversaries recognize our . . . almost insurmountable 

advantage" gained by space-enabled capabilities and the Air Force must be ready to cope with inevitable attacks on 

them, he said during his Nov. 15 address. A robust space situational awareness capability is one part of that. The 

industrial base must become more "agile and resilient," and that's why the service is exploring both innovative sat-

ellite production and bringing "new entrants" into the space launch business, he said. Pentagon acquisition execu-

tive Frank Kendall is "quite close" to completing a plan for future competition of EELV-class space launches, said 

Morin. New entrants will be able to compete with United Launch Alliance—which builds the Atlas V and Delta IV 

rockets now in use—"as soon as they're certified," said Morin. Four such companies have already filed "statements 

of intent" to compete, he said. 

 

Status Quo Equals Failure: The status quo in USAF's space capabilities—"fragile" satellites launched on a just-in

-time schedule—won't work going forward, given the number of adversaries who openly threaten them, said Air 

Force Space Command chief Gen. William Shelton. Speaking at AFA's Global Warfare Symposium in Los Ange-

les, Shelton said the US is too dependent on its space constellations not to invest more in increasing their numbers 

and making them more "resilient" against attacks. "We just don't invest for failures," Shelton said, noting that while 

USAF has enjoyed a very long string of space launch successes, "we know a failure is inevitable." The hole in ca-

pability that would be created by losing a satellite on a failed booster is "unacceptable" he said. "We must adapt, we 

must adjust" to a "neighborhood that is no longer pristine" in space, he said.  He likes the idea of making satellites 

smaller by "disaggregating" them into tactically oriented and strategically oriented platforms, thus giving enemies 

more targets. Smaller satellites also can be built in larger numbers and potentially at lower overall cost. He's also a 

fan of "hosted payloads" on commercial satellites that would, again, spread out the number of targets an enemy 

would have to destroy to undermine US space dominance. 

.   

http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/7mgdc1b/2qnrr
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Innovation in Difficult Times: The Air Force and the entire US military face one of the most difficult periods of 

transition in recent memory, a longtime veteran of various military and intelligence advisory boards said AFA's 

Global Warfare Symposium in Los Angeles. He believes that one of the keys to getting through it is acknowledg-

ing it and embracing some tough challenges. "I have advised a lot of organizations, and a lot of time I see broken 

programs," said a blunt speaking Bran Ferren, co-chairman of Applied Minds LLC and former member of the 

Defense Science Board. Whether a company or a government organization, the reaction to stress is to circle the 

wagons and hold ground, he said, and innovation—and risk—is avoided. "This reduction means a whole bunch of 

innovation doesn't happen," he noted, adding that great inventions— from electric light to the GPS constella-

tion—that changed civilization didn't emerge from requirements processes or demands. Rather than lean on illog-

ical constructs such as the Quadrennial Defense Review process, the Air Force should seriously look at a "250-

year plan" and encourage some deep out of the box thinking on core subjects, such as fixing the "broken" acquisi-

tion system and treating the intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance mission as a holistic system rather than 

one based around platforms. Speed and agility, rather than capability, need to be emphasized in the future, he 

said, because technology changes so rapidly the only way to stay ahead of it is to build a culture which can adapt 

to it. 

 

 Pentagon Revises Space Policy: The Defense Department recently—and without fanfare—updated its space 

policy for the first time since 1999. Deputy Defense Secretary Ash Carter signed Directive 3100.10 on Oct. 18 

instituting the new policy, which "addresses comprehensively the challenges posed in an increasingly congested, 

contested, and competitive space domain." "Space capabilities have long provided stra-

tegic national security advantages for the United States," said Carter in a Pentagon re-

lease. "This updated space policy," he continued, "institutionalizes the changes the de-

partment has made in an increasingly constrained budget environment to address the 

complex set of space-related opportunities and challenges." The revised policy reiter-

ates three US objectives: strengthen safety, sustainability, stability, and security in 

space; maintain and enhance the national security advantages afforded by the use of 

space; and energize the space industrial base that supports US national security. Among 

its key elements, the document declares that "purposeful interference" with US space systems "is irresponsible in 

peacetime and may be escalatory in a crisis." It also promotes international cooperation and commercial partner-

ships and recognizes space situational awareness as a foundation for safe and effective space operations.  

 

AF Ball: At the close of the AFA Global Warfare Symposium, AFA presents the AF 

Ball. In 2012,  Lt Gen Susan Helms, 14AF/CC, received the Schriever Fellowship 

from Chapter President Steve Quilici and Dr. Jerry White, AFA Vice Chairman for 

Aerospace Education. Chapter member and 

SMC/CC Lt Gen Ellen Pawlikowski re-

ceived the Thomas D. White Award from 

AFA Board Chairman George Muellner.

  

 

 

 

AFA Remains Tax-Exempt Organization  
It has recently come to our attention that AFA does not appear as an Exempt Organization on the IRS's Exempt Organization 
Master File, complicating attempts to donate. This issue is due to a system failure at the IRS, but rest assured, AFA (and the 
Schriever Chapter) remain income tax-exempt entities under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code (IRC). For more 

information go to www.afa.org or contact the Director of Advancement Lois S. O'Connor at loconnor@afa.org 

http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/7nky9zw/3a6lm
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/7nky9zw/3a6kl
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/7p7l2ut/17odr
mailto:loconnor@afa.org
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How to Contact AFA 
To change the mailing address or other information for your AFA membership record, visit https://www.afa.org/AboutUs/memben/

address.asp. 

To join AFA or renew your membership, visit https://www.afa.org/newforms/membership.aspx. 

For details on your AFA member benefits, go to: http://www.afavba.org  

Your AFA “Commander’s Intent” for 2013 

http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/7kquwqc/36c88
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/7kquwqc/36c88
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/7kquwqc/2dra1
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/7kquwqc/374ng

